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School Re-opening September 2020.      10th July 2020 

       

Dear Parents and Carers 

Government guidance. Last Thursday the Government released guidance on how secondary schools 

should bring all year groups back to school safely in September. We have been working through the 

guidance and assessing the risk involved, putting plans to mitigate risk wherever possible. There is a 

parent/carer version of the guidance here.  It is a long time between now and September so our 

plans may have to be adjusted but to provide structure for those who need time to imagine 

themselves into the situation let me paint a picture of what it might look like… 

First things first: Prevention of infection.  Students, staff and other adults must not come into the 
school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or have tested positive in the last 7 days.   We 
will ensure that anyone developing those symptoms during the school day is sent home. 

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a 
loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home and 
advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should 
arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other members of their household 
(including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had 
symptoms. Families must keep school informed of the outcome of any test by contacting Mrs Yorke-
Robinson in school or speaking to a member of the pastoral team.  We will be following a strict 
sanitisation plan within school outlined in our risk assessment. In the event of an infection the health 
protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close contact with 
the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to self-isolate. The 
health protection team would work with us in this situation to guide us through the actions we need 
to take.  

 
Safety.  Following government guidelines we will be keeping year groups together with staggered 

break and lunch times to allow for separate areas of school for breakout spaces.  In line with the 

guidelines a year group will become a ‘safety bubble’ and we will try to avoid face to face contact 

between year groups. There will be a one way system round school during lesson changeover to 

limit possible contact.  

Tutor groups. To support students in times of uncertainty we have ensured that where possible 

form tutors have remained the same. This will help to promote pastoral care and provide continuity 

for those who may be concerned about their return 

Week 1: Some parts of the first week in school will have a collapsed timetable.  Our first focus in this 

time will be to ensure that that students are happy and comfortable as they return with an emphasis 

on activities that boost mental health.  We intend to settle students but also use this time to triage 

http://www.stjosephsbolton.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


 

students to ascertain who might need further support following difficult experiences over the last 

three months. Our second focus will be to baseline students to find out who has excelled and who 

might need more support to get up to speed in their studies.  For Year 7 in the absence of any kind 

of helpful SATS data we will be inviting them to complete CAT4s.  These are best described as 

‘puzzles’ and the feedback we receive tells us a lot about how a child learns.  Students need not 

worry about these and there is nothing a child can do to revise for them. This is useful information 

for us to group students for their learning.  The baseline for Y8-10 will help identify and gaps in 

English, maths and science learning so that we can quickly address this in the teaching that follows.  

Other subjects will assess gaps in the first few weeks of curriculum. 

Monday 7th September:  Year 7 will come into school on Monday 7th September at 8:25am so we 

can welcome them into school to induct them. (Please note that this date has previously been 

advertised as a staff training day.  Staff will receive training prior to the start of term.)  

Tuesday 8th September: Year 7&8 will be welcomed back into school. 

Wednesday 9th September: Y7,8,9,10&11 will be welcomed back into school. 

Transport: Students will be expected to wear face coverings when travelling on school buses.  We 

have asked if there could be extra buses on overcrowded routes and asked Chris Green our local MP 

to ask the government for funding to resolve this problem, but we do urge you to find other means 

of travel – e.g. walk/bike if safe and reasonable to do so. To keep year groups together we ask that 

Y7 sit at the back of the lower deck, Y8 at the back of the top deck, Y9 in the middle of both decks, 

Y10 at the front of the top and Y11 at the front of the lower deck.  Single deck buses will be loaded 

from the rear with Y7 at the back and Y11 at the front. There will be a staggered end to the day to 

allow for us to load buses safely. Please note that TfGM update their bus schedules over summer 

and we will update our web link as soon as this is available. https://stjosephsbolton.org.uk/parent-

zone/school-buses/  

Uniform. Students will arrive in full school uniform as per the government guidance. (Please see Mrs 

Yorke-Robinson’s separate communication explaining what measure we have taken to reduce cost 

for those families who are struggling. Please contact your head of year if you need support for this.) 

https://stjosephsbolton.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Uniform-2020-onwards-final.pdf  

Arrival at school. On arrival to school (between 8am and 8:25am) we ask that students enter the 

building by the ‘Student Support entrance’ (Formerly the main front reception area.) There are 

markers at the front of school to indicate social distancing.  Students should wash their hands 

thoroughly on arrival.  Y7-and Y11 should use the new toilet facilities and Y8-10 should use the main 

facilities on the lower corridor. Students should make their way to the yard where staff will greet 

them.  The fire drill yard will be marked with meter indicators.   

Change to the school routine.  (On Monday-Wednesday of the first week students will go to their 

form rooms.)  From Thursday 10th September at 8:25am students will go to their Period 1 lesson 

where they will be registered and the school day will run as follows: 

8:25am Registered in Period 1 lesson 

9:30am Period 2 lesson 

10:30am Y7&8 will be on break, Y9-11 will have tutor time.   

https://stjosephsbolton.org.uk/parent-zone/school-buses/
https://stjosephsbolton.org.uk/parent-zone/school-buses/
https://stjosephsbolton.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Uniform-2020-onwards-final.pdf
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10:45am Y9-11 will be on break, Y7&8 will have tutor time.   

11am Period 3 lesson 

12noon Y7&8 will be on lunch and Y9-11 will go to period 4 lesson 

12:45am Y7&8 will start P4 lesson while the dining areas are sanitised.  

1pm Y9-11 will start lunch.  

1:45pm Period 5 lesson.  

Areas for Breaktimes. Y7 and 11 have the hall, Y8 and 9 will have the Pod and PE benches, Y10 have 

new servery at side of hall and use the undercover area by hall.  For breakout spaces Y7&9 will use 

the Yard nearest to the new building, Y8&10 will use the Yard near technology and Y11 will use the 

tennis courts. Please note the staggered breaktimes means that only one year group will ever share 

the same space at the same time.  

Breaktime food outlets:  

 Y8 and Y10 to collect from the Pod.  

 Y7 and Y11 to collect from the Hall.  

 Y9 to collect from a new servery at the door near the queuing rails (currently used at 

lunchtime) 

Lunchtimes:  Each year group will have a ‘sitting’ in the hall.  Y7 from 12.00 – 12.20pm and Y8 from 

12.25 – 12.45pm, Y11 is from 1.00-1.15pm , Y10 from 1.15-1.30pm and Y9 is from 1.30-1.45pm. The 

pod, a drinks vending machine and another servery will be available to prevent the need for queues.  

We are working with our new food providers, Hutchinsons to test pre order/prepayment systems to 

improve speed/reduce chance of infection spread. 

Assemblies will be streamed to tutor rooms. There will be no formal large/year group gatherings. 

We will be scheduling parent/carer events but we may need to make these virtual events depending 

on the situation at the time.  

One Way System. At lesson changeover the school will have a strict one way system in operation so 

that everybody moving will be facing the same direction and reduce the chance of face to face 

encounters.  All classes will enter classrooms via outside entrances where possible and leave via the 

inside corridors.  Students must walk on the left at all times and leave 1m+ spaces where possible.  

Classroom layouts. In line with government guidance all classrooms will either face the front so that 

students sit side by side.  Where this isn’t possible students will sit at least 2 metres opposite each 

other.  Teachers will teach from the front of the room as much as possible. 

Summer break.  We have decided to focus our efforts over the summer to making the school safe 

for September opening.  Except on Thursday 20th August school will be closed to students for the 7 

week break.  We encourage staff and families to ensure that their young people take a good break 

from their studies.  However, if you feel your child need to use this time for catch up please refer to 

http://www.stjosephsbolton.org.uk/


 

the school website here: https://stjosephsbolton.org.uk/summer-ii-2019 and remember that all 

recorded lessons are available on our YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkBa-

KncnQpFtCqKVDcr1_Q  

Year 11 results day.  We say goodbye to Year 11 on 20th August as they pick up their GCSE results.  

This will take place under canopies outside in a socially distant fashion but as we share a bacon barm 

together we hope that we can celebrate their hard work and achievement. More information will be 

sent to Y11 in a separate communication.  

Please note that in the interests of transparency and to keep you informed our risk assessment for 

opening can be found under ‘letters’ on the school website: https://stjosephsbolton.org.uk/letters-

home/  

Finally, please watch out for our end of term closing letter and our message to all members of 

community scheduled to go live on our YouTube channel on Friday 17th July. 

https://youtu.be/aweMw0gMBEY  

With Kind Regards 

Mr T McCabe 
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