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18th January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
As mentioned in my message last week, the Department for Education (DfE) and Ofqual have now launched their consultation for the summer 2021 exam series for GCSEs, AS and A-levels.  This follows on from the Secretary of State’s announcement last week that exams won’t go ahead as normal this summer – and that the Government will work with Ofqual and exam boards on alternative arrangements.  As students reflect on their pre public exam grades they should remember that these are by no means the most important bit of evidence leading to their assessment.  Students and parents will be pleased that the proposals are that a much wider evidence base should be considered but I encourage you to have your say so that the system is as fair as it possibly can be.  https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021 

There is a long document that explains the proposals but here is a summary of what you will be asked to give your view on:
1. Whether a student’s grade in each subject will be based on their teachers’ assessment of the standard at which the student is performing, using a combination of evidence that might include: 
0. results from papers provided by exam boards, but set by teachers to take account of differential learning. This will be supported by mark schemes, exemplar papers, other guidance on standardisation, and training from exam boards
0. non-exam assessment (NEA) in subjects where it applies
0. other performance evidence such formal tests, mock exam results and any substantial work completed by students.
1. Whether all students can appeal if they don’t believe their grade reflects the evidence of the standard at which they were performing
In terms of timing, the DfE and Ofqual are proposing that:
1. students are assessed by their teachers in a period beginning in May into early June
1. teachers submit grades to exam boards by mid-June
1. external quality assurance is carried out by exam boards throughout June
1. results are issued to students after the quality assurance, most likely in early July.

The DfE and Ofqual say that students should be given time to complete their non-exam assessments (NEA), as this will contribute to the evidence teachers use to determine their grades. They are proposing that the exam boards should give guidance on adjustments that could be made to the way non-exam assessments are completed, to account for current circumstances.

The DfE and Ofqual have also launched a consultation to look at which Vocational, Technical, and other Qualifications will need alternative arrangements and how those arrangements should work.
If you are concerned about your child’s mock grades and would like to discuss the implications or what you need to do to improve on the grade please see Mrs Morgan’s letter last week outlining how to book an appointment on the School Cloud system. The general message for students is though, that we have until May/June to come up with evidence to show what level each student is a capable of achieving – so there is everything to play for!  
[bookmark: _MailAutoSig][bookmark: _GoBack]Take care!
Tony McCabe
Headteacher
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