
Welcome to our “We’re 
in it Together Evening” 

These slides are available 
on our webpage under the 

‘letters home’ section 



A place where you can be found





Assessments Exams

• They are not ‘mocks’ – not ‘pretend’ 

• Doing badly in mocks means catchup for the rest of Y11.  

• Treat them like the real thing 

• Prepare for them like the real thing.



KEY DATES:

Year 7

• Year 7 Exams- 18th to 29th April 
2022

• Parents Evening-3rd March 2022

• Reports home to parents:

12th November 2021

11th February 2022

24th June 2022

Year 8
• Year 8 Exams 16th to 27th May 2022

• Y8 Pathways Evening: 18th January 
2022

• Parents’ Evening: 27th January 2022

• Reports home to parents:
26th November 2021
18th March 2022
8th July 2022



Life Long Learners

• Progress and evidence your own success

• Every piece of work matters



Tools to help teachers, students and parents 
understand how much progress is being made 

and what needs to be done to improve progress
• Target Setting

• Reports home

• Progression Scales



How do we set targets?

Fischer Family Trust generates estimates in the form of probabilities 
based on the actual performance of students nationally with similar 
starting points.

YEAR 8 - The Primary Key Stage 2 score is used to determine the 
starting point and then calculate and end point. 

Year 7- CAT tests used to identify strengths in ability. 
Fischer Family Trust will generate targets from the results of 
the CATs



How will we monitor and support students?
Your child’s teachers have been given a target grade in every subject for the end of Year 11 and we map 
it back to expected achievement at the end of each year. We do not share these targets with the 
students in Year 7 and 8.

Your child has been put on a pathway which maps out which skills they should be able to achieve to 
achieve that minimum target (blue, orange and purple). Year 7 will be given their pathway once CAT 
tests are complete.

Their work is assessed against their target grade taking into account their classwork, homework and 
assessments.

They are given opportunities to refine and improve their work in response to teacher feedback.

Additional support in the form of intervention will be provided to help your child achieve their 
target.  Period 6 will become compulsory for some students.





Indicative grades for each subject



Report



+



Y8-9 Pathways Process

Core Curriculum Pathways Curriculum

Religious Education Art and Design Health and Social Care BTec Award 

English Language and Literature Business Studies History

Maths Design and Technology GCSE iMedia (Cambridge Nationals Qualification)

Science 
(option of Separate Science Y9-10)

Drama Modern Languages

Core PE Food : Preparation and Nutrition Music

Geography OCR National in Sport

Performing Arts

• Students will be provided with a recommended Pathway at the beginning of the Pathway Process 
which will detail the Pathways offer most suited to your child 

• 1:1 interviews with a member of SLT can be arranged to discuss personalised Pathway choices 
• Formal launch of process January 2022



Year 7 and Year 8 Curriculum Model

• Year 7 are taught in forms to Christmas

• For Year 7 and Year 8 the year group is split into two mixed 
ability halves
– English sets students in each half 

– Maths sets students in each half, the students are then in the same class for 
Science

– All other subjects have 1 J’Band class and 3 mixed ability classes



Maths



Before every exam 

Your child will be given a revision list with topics 

they have been completing in class. Each topic 

will have a Mathswatch clip attached to it so 

that they can revise thoroughly. 

The only way to revise Maths is to practise the 
questions. Reading over notes will not be 

enough. 



Example of QLA sheet 



How can you help? 

After every exam use the QLA with 

your child and focus on their areas 

for development using Mathswatch. 

This includes a video and interactive 

questions to help them consolidate 

their knowledge on that particular 

skill. 



Other ways to help
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/


How to use Mathswatch

The following slides are for reference 
on how to use Mathswatch effectively.



Mathswatch log in details 

Website: 
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

Username: 20surnamefirstinitial@st-
josephs.bolton (e.g. 20smithj@st-
josephs.bolton for John Smith [20 would be the 
year your child started at St Joseph’s]) 

Password: pupil1

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
mailto:19surnamefirstinitial@st-josephs.bolton


Knowing your way 
around Mathswatch

Homepage

Click on 
videos 



Knowing your way 
around Mathswatch

Use the search 
box to type in 

the clip number 
or a key word of 
the skill needed.



Knowing your way 
around Mathswatch

Click on the clip 
you want once 
searched and 

the clip will load 
ready for you to 

watch. 



Knowing your way 
around Mathswatch

There are some options 
across the top of the 

clip including: 
• One minute maths 

(video clip in one 
minute for things 
they only need a 
quick recap on) 

• Interactive 
questions (should 
complete at least 3 
or 4 questions from 
this section to 
practise)

• Worksheet (for extra 
practice if needed) 



Interactive questions 

Questions to complete 
alongside the videos 

(without being 
assigned by your child’s 

teacher) 

Complete a variety of 
standard and harder 

questions 

Questions will be 
marked straight away 

and they will be able to 
ask their teacher on 

anything they are 
unsure of. 

Your child’s 
teacher will be 

able to see 
which 

questions they 
are completing 

so that they 
can help if 
necessary. 



Your progress There is a 
progress 

section that 
will allow your 
child to keep 

track of which 
videos they 

have watched 
and which 

questions they 
have 

completed. It 
also gives an 
overview of 
which skills 
have been 

acquired and 
mastered. 



• We have completely refreshed the curriculum in Y7 and Y8.

• Students will read a range of challenging texts (differentiated 
according to need). These texts range from ‘classics’ to more 
modern material. For example, texts students study across KS3 
include: The Hobbit, Blood Brothers, Great Expectations, Oliver 
Twist, 19th Century Gothic Fiction, Noughts and Crosses amongst 
others!

• The curriculum is designed to create resilient learners who can 
think independently. It also aims to develop of love of literature.

• It is not just a watered down GCSE course. It is wide and varied but 
all the GCSE skills are being taught across the two years.



• Encourage your child to read widely (both fiction and non-fiction).

• Encourage them to read for pleasure.

• Discuss what they are reading. Encourage them to explain how and why characters are presented in different 
ways. 

• Encourage them to make predictions about what will happen next in a story and ensure they explain why!

• Discuss and debate articles/news items/current affairs with them. Allow them to grow confidence exploring 
their own opinions using well reasoned arguments.

• Discuss what they’ve been reading in class. Ask them to explain how their learning links to skills outside of the 
classroom.

• Encourage them to conduct further study/research/background reading around the class readers. This will 
help them to grow a wider appreciation of what they are studying.

• Revise word classes and techniques they’ve learned in primary and new devices they’ve learned in Y7/8. Can 
they easily identify a verb from an adverb? Can they explain the difference between a simile and a metaphor? 
Can they provide examples?



• BBC Bitesize

• Seneca Learning

KS3 Revision Guides – grammar, spelling, 
punctuation



Half term 1

Half term 2

Half term 4

Ecology

Waves

Half term 6

Growing up

Energy

Year 7
Science Curriculum

Half term 5

Half term 3

Development of Experimental Skills

Scientific skills 

Forces

Particle model 

Cells 

Electricity

Chemical reactions

Structure of the Earth

Space



Half term 1

Half term 2

Half term 4

Half term 6Year 8
Science Curriculum

Half term 5

Scientific skills 

Forces

Periodic Table

Life processes

Waves

Environmental 

chemistry

Half term 3

Organisation

Magnetism

Chemical reactions 

Inheritance

Forces

Preparing for Y9

Development of Experimental Skills



Supporting your child with 
their science studies 

Product code: SHW32B

ISBN: 9781841462394

STEM



Parent Tick List- What do I do if they can’t do it:

• Look at the information in this PowerPoint

• Ask your son/daughter to log onto E-Praise and look for 
resources to help them there

• Use any of the following websites to help:

- Seneca Learning

- Maths Watch

- BBC Bitesize



We are very fortunate to have a whole school ‘APP’ called 
RM Unify. It is accessed by logging into RM Unify.com

This application brings all the websites students need under 
one roof. It means they can access E-praise and Microsoft 
TEAMS / Outlook and many other Applications free, with 

just one username and password. 

Our plea is that you support your child to learn their email 
address which is also their username,  and to help them to 
choose a Password that they will remember and not share 
with anyone else. Please log on to RM Unify with them at 

home and help them access their school TEAMS and emails. 

Emails all follow the same format:
YearofEntryFirstInitialSurname@st-josephs.bolton.sch.uk

21jbloggs@st-josephs.bolton.sch.uk

Should your child forget their password they can ask their 
class teacher or email RMUnify@st-josephs.bolton.sch.uk

mailto:YearofEntryFirstInitialSurname@st-josephs.bolton.sch.uk


Seneca Learning
www.senecalearning.com

A tool for learning and revision:

• Website packed with revision materials and it’s mostly free.

• It covers material for 11 KS3 subjects and 16 GCSE subjects

• Hyper learning link- aimed at grades 7-9

http://www.senecalearning.com/


M
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Literacy: Talk like 
an expert



Kinaesthetic key words

• Theist – someone who believes in God

• Atheist – Someone who believes that God 
does not exist.

• Agnostic – Someone who is unsure 
whether God exists or not.



Monosaccharide

Disaccharide

Polysaccharide

MONO = One

DI = Two

POLY = MORE THAN TWO

Saccharide is a fancy word 
for sugar

Keyword splits



What does the word sound like?

Aeration
What does it 
sound like?

Aeration – to add air to a 
product



Key (colour 
coded)



Mnemonics



A.F.O.R.E.S.T.

Alliteration

Facts

Opinion

Repetition

Emotive language

Statistics

Three (rule of)

Features of discursive 

writing



Picture it!







If it worked for Robbie….? 



Languages – Talk to 
the wall.

Make your own 
pod casts



And what do we expect them to 
do?

1-1½ at home on a weekday. 

3-4pm Revision sessions in school.

4:30-5:30 pm HW/revision at home. 

5:30-6:30pm Meal

6:30-7pm revision

7pm free time to relax before bed with 30 mins of no electrics before 
bed! 





Head of Year

Mrs Weall (year 7)

Mr Sylvester (Year 8)



What can Parents do to help?

• Success in exams is a team effort which involves you, the 
school and your child working together and so you will play a 
variety of roles

School

ParentsChild



The statistics are clear…

• Your child is 80% more likely to succeed if you are actively 
involved in their studies.

• You need to know what they are learning;

• What they struggle with;

• You need to sit with them, test them;

• Don’t let them shut you out!



What can parents do to support?

• Communication- If you have any concerns please contact the 
school as soon as possible

• Support good attendance and punctuality- attendance should be 
at least 96%

• Speak to them about future plans and aspirations. Encourage them 
to aim high

• Encourage good study habits at home
– Quiet working spaces
– Revision timetables- do this together
– No electronic devices at night



Lord

In a world of uncertainty let us be confident that we can rely on you.
At a time when we have lost so much in these COVID times we pray that 
our young people will be the ‘found generation’
In the midst of the most exciting but challenging year for our young 
people so far help them to find a new sense of resilience and a drive to 
the best they can be. May their time at St Joseph’s be the time that they 
find out who they really are and who they want to be.  
Stay with us Lord on our journey.
Amen.


