
We are in it 
together! Welcome.

Reset, rebuild, restore and 
renew- #Found for a purpose

Isaiah 61:4



RIP Queen Elizabeth 1926-2022 





• Addiction to 
approval.

• Sleep 
patterns.

• Anxiety that 
never goes 
away.

“I was a teenager once…I know what it is like….”





Pre-Public Exams

• They are not ‘mocks’ – not ‘pretend’ 

• Doing badly in means catchup for the rest of Y11.  

• Treat them like the real thing so that teachers know what your 
gaps are.

• Prepare for them like the real thing.



Outcomes 2022







Life Long Learners

• Progress and evidence your own success

• Every piece of work matters

• Resilience and Determination





Maths 
Where your child is up to: 

• Currently your child has studied approximately 
1

3
of their GCSE Maths course if 

they are in Y10 and 
2

3
if they are in Y11. 

• After every exam that they have taken they will have a QLA (Question Level 

Analysis) sheet in their books, which will be coloured red, orange or green. This 

identifies if they are secure with this skill or need to work on it further to develop 

their understanding. 

• Your child will also be completing a series of low stakes skills checks each week to 

consolidate topics previously visited (in school and through home learning) and 

allow their teachers to pick up on any gaps. These also come with a mini QLA to 

help build up a clear picture of what they need to focus on.



Example of QLA sheet 

Exam style 
QLA



Example of mini QLA from skills check

Your child is encouraged 
to make a note of the 

topics they struggle on 
and spend approximately 

30 minutes that week 
using Mathswatch to 
improve in this area. 



How can you help? 
• After every exam use the QLA with your child and focus on their areas for development 

using Mathswatch. This includes a video and interactive questions to help them 

consolidate their knowledge on that particular skill. 

• Going into Year 11 – As many exam papers as possible. Many of these will be provided by 

your child's teacher but below are some websites where you can find more and also 

online ones. 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html

https://www.onmaths.com/

https://corbettmaths.com/2019/04/01/gcse-practice-papers/

• Corbettmaths is also very useful for videos and resources for individual topics, as well as 

exam papers. They also have a range of quick questions, called 5 a day. The links are 

below:

https://corbettmaths.com/contents/ (For videos and topic resources)

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/ (For 5 exam questions per day for all abilities)

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/2019/04/01/gcse-practice-papers/
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/


Year 11 

• Every two weeks your child will have an exam paper to complete. 

• In the week that follows this they will have a video that will allow us to provide 

intervention for your child on that particular paper. They will be asked to mark it 

and use the video to go through any questions that they don’t understand. This 

allows us to provide individualised support for them on questions they find 

challenging. If they are still struggling after the video, your child will be encouraged 

by their teacher to have some extra support on that topic, in order for them to 

improve. 



How to use Mathswatch

The following slides are for reference on how to 
use Mathswatch effectively.



Mathswatch log in details 

Website: 
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

Username: 18surnamefirstinitial@st-josephs.bolton (e.g. 
18smithj@st-josephs.bolton for John Smith)
The number at the beginning of the username is the year 
they started at St Joseph’s

Password: pupil1

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
mailto:18surnamefirstinitial@st-josephs.bolton


Knowing your way around 
Mathswatch

Homepage

Click on videos 



Knowing your way around 
Mathswatch

Use the search box 
to type in the clip 
number or a key 
word of the skill 

needed.



Knowing your way around 
Mathswatch

Click on the clip 
you want once 

searched and the 
clip will load ready 
for you to watch. 



Knowing your way around 
Mathswatch

There are some options across 
the top of the clip including: 

• One-minute maths (video clip 
in one minute for things they 
only need a quick recap on)

• Interactive questions (should 
complete at least 3 or 4 
questions from this section to 
practise)

• Worksheet (for extra practice 
if needed)



Interactive questions 

Questions to complete 
alongside the videos (without 
being assigned by your child’s 

teacher) 

Complete a variety of standard 
and harder questions 

Questions will be marked 
straight away, and they will be 

able to ask their teacher on 
anything they are unsure of.

Your child’s teacher will be able 
to see which questions they are 

completing so that they can 
help if necessary. 



Your progress 
There is a progress 

section that will allow 
your child to keep track 

of which videos they 
have watched and which 

questions they have 
completed. It also gives 
an overview of which 

skills have been acquired 
and mastered. 

Maths isn't fully understood unless 
questions are completed. The interactive 

questions section is very important.



Assessment
• GCSE Maths exams consist of 3 papers, 1 non calculator and 2 calculator papers each worth 

80 marks and last 1 hour 30 minutes.

• For Y11 the first assessment is coming up, week commencing 26.9.22 

• For Y10, they will have one before October half term

• There are assessments throughout the year, where generally, your child is given a revision list 

approximately 4 weeks prior to allow them to focus their revision.

• For Y11, PPE’s will be weeks commencing 28.11.22 and 5.12.22. 



Exam paper practiceMathswatch videos 

Mathswatch
interactive questions 

Intervention via video 
or teacher led where 

needed 

We are here to help. 
We want to work with 

you. Any concern, 
Maths related, please 
contact Miss Finch or 

your child’s Maths
teacher. 



Two GCSE courses:

• English Language – 2 examinations 

• English Literature – 2 examinations

Despite many opportunities for students to transfer 
skills between the two subjects, students actually need 
to revise in very different ways for these papers.



• The examinations will test both reading and writing skills.

• No coursework/controlled assessment.

• No pre-released materials.

• Closed book.

• There are no proposed changed planned for examinations in 2023 onwards.



This subject is mostly knowledge based.
Students need to retain a lot of information for each of the set texts they will be tested on:
• Secure understanding of plot and characters
• Remember and apply quotations from across each text 
• Understanding contextual information (and its relevance!)
• Key themes
• Writer’s intentions / ‘big ideas’

Students often find it easier to revise for English Literature and a vast array of material is 
available for them to utilise. The most popular are:
• Revision guides and flash cards
• Videos and quizzes
• Workbooks



CGP English revision guides/ workbooks

We will inform students when these are 
available to order through School Gateway. 
(This should be in the next couple of weeks.)



Many students can:
• Recount plot and character details.

• Remember and regurgitate quotations.

• List some key themes.

• Tell you about contextual information.

But this is not enough. 

To reach the top grades, your child needs to use their 
knowledge as well as skill to apply it to an analytical essay.



Students need to:
• Use their understanding of plot and characters to explore how 

these develop across a text.

• Choose quotations carefully to ensure they demonstrate their 
ideas effectively.

• Choose quotations that are not only relevant, but are language 
rich enough for a deep analysis.

• Apply contextual information where relevant to support and 
enhance the points they are making.

• Explore WHY key themes are relevant and WHAT MESSAGES the 
writer is trying to convey to their readers/audience.



How can parents support English Literature revision?

DO… DON’T…

Test students on what analytical points…what does this show and 
why?

Test students on how many quotes they can link to a key theme and 
explain why!

Test them on their understanding of what they read/watch. Have 
discussions about what they are revising but most importantly, why it 
is relevant.

Encourage them to write essay plans, explaining why they have 
chosen to use a quotation. Encourage them to evaluate whether they 
have made good choices – if they can’t explain why a quote links to 
the Q, then it’s not a good choice!

Discuss THE POINT of each text they are studying. If they can explain 
the key messages behind each text then that’s great!

Just test students on how many quotations they 
know.

Assume they are revising just by reading a 
revision guide or watching a video.

Let them revise for long periods at any one time. 
Revision is most effective when it is done in short 
bursts with effective quizzing afterwards.



Useful websites…
• YouTube revision videos

(Mr Bruff; Click Revision; Mr Kirby)

• BBC Bitesize

• Seneca Learning

• GCSE Pod

• Twitter – follow Team English

(lots of teachers share resources)



Suggested revision tips:

• Familiarise yourself with the types/format of exam papers and questions
• Practise writing essay plans using exemplar questions
• Towards the end of the revision period, practise writing timed essays
• Memorise a glossary of subject terminology and ambitious vocabulary
• Make sets of ‘character cards’ and/or ‘key themes’ for each of the Literature texts – add key 

quotations that link to each character/theme!
• Craft a ‘perfect introduction’ template that can be adapted to the different texts
• Draw up a table that shows how poems link in terms of themes and ideas. You could do this 

for other key texts too!
• Rehearse and memorise your essay structure
• Compile / memorise a list of comparative words and phrases such as ‘Similarly…’
• Test yourself by making quotation quizzes – get family /friends to test you! 
(Remember to discuss links to writer’s ideas!)
• Make context revision maps for each of the Literature texts
• Print images to help practise writing to describe
• Re-read a text and challenge yourself to summarise the plot in 100 words
• Explode key quotations by zooming in on words and using terminology



Suggested revision tips:

• Craft a ‘perfect introduction’ template that can be adapted to the different 
texts

• Draw up a table that shows how poems link in terms of themes and ideas. 
You could do this for other key texts too!

• Compile / memorise a list of comparative words and phrases such as 
‘Similarly…’

• Test yourself by making quotation quizzes – get family /friends to test you! 
(Remember to discuss links to writer’s ideas!)
• Explode key quotations by zooming in on words and using terminology

Context



• Two examinations – each worth 50%.

• The examinations test reading and writing skills.

• A range of texts will be studied from the 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries.

• Both fiction and non-fiction texts will be studied

• No coursework/controlled assessment. 

• No pre-released materials

• Spelling, punctuation and vocabulary are very important. 



This subject is skill based.

Students often find it very difficult to revise for this subject as the texts on 
the exam are completely unseen. This is also the subject students will need 
to resit if they do not get a ‘standard pass’ – Grade 4. 

Students will need to be able to:
• Show they can read, understand and interpret information from both fictive and 

non-fictive texts.
• Analyse writers’ use of language and structure and explore WHY is used and how 

effectively.
• Draw comparisons between how writers use language and for what purpose.
• Write creatively as well as write to express a viewpoint on a given topic.



Extra Revision Tasks you could do at home for English Language:

• Compile / memorise a list of comparative words and phrases such as ‘Similarly…’

• Make revision cards with sentence openers for each question on the exam. Use them to test yourself and 
help you memorise how to structure an answer for the different style of questions.

• Print images to help practise writing to describe.

• Create a ‘stock’ character description that could be used in any story and learn it.

• Create a set of vocabulary cards you could use for each writing section. Test yourself on each word’s 
spelling, meaning and how to use it in a sentence.

• Pick an article and practise writing an argument in response to what it is about. You could practise 
arguing for or against the writer’s views.

• Look at the day’s headlines and try to guess the writer’s viewpoint from each one by looking at the 
language used. You could follow this up by reading the article to see if you are correct.

• Regularly make mind maps that plot out the different questions on the exams, what they ask of you and 
how to respond to them. 

• Watch revision videos on YouTube then test yourself to see how much you can remember. Give yourself 2 
minutes to note down as many things as you can that you’ve remembered from the clip.

• Student on trial – get a friend/parent to accuse you of not knowing anything about your Language 
exams and prove them wrong. Give yourself 60 seconds to convince them you’re prepared!

• Look at sample answers and mark them like a teacher. Use mark schemes provided by your teacher or 
revision guides to help you.

• Pick an image (either online, a photograph or a work of art from a gallery) and challenge yourself to 
come up with a newspaper story/headline to match. This will help improve your writing to express a 
viewpoint ready for paper 2.



Extra Revision Tasks you could do at home for English Language:

• Compile / memorise a list of comparative words and phrases such as 
‘Similarly…’

• Make revision cards with sentence openers for each question on the exam. 
Use them to test yourself and help you memorise how to structure an 
answer for the different style of questions.

• Create a ‘stock’ character description that could be used in any story and 
learn it.

• Pick an article and practise writing an argument in response to what it is 
about. You could practise arguing for or against the writer’s views.

• Look at the day’s headlines and try to guess the writer’s viewpoint from 
each one by looking at the language used. You could follow this up by 
reading the article to see if you are correct.



Say 
what 
you 
see?



REACHING YOUR TARGET IN 

SCIENCE
6 papers for all students

• AQA Combined Science – Trilogy 8464 – 2 GCSEs  (most 
students) – all papers are 70 marks (1h 15m)

• Separate Sciences – 3 GCSEs – AQA Biology 8461, 
Chemistry 8462 and Physics 8463 – all papers are 100 
marks (1h 45m)

• Higher or Foundation tier



REACHING YOUR TARGET IN SCIENCE
So much to remember!

Content that year 11 will study this year in red
Biology Chemistry Physics

Paper 1 • Cell biology
• Organisation
• Infection & response
• Bioenergetics

• Atomic structure & 
periodic table 

• Structure, bonding & 
properties

• Quantitative 
chemistry

• Chemical changes
• Energy changes

• Energy
• Electricity 
• Particle model of 

matter 
• Atomic structure

Paper 2 • Homeostasis & 
response 

• Inheritance, 
variation & 
evolution 

• Ecology

• Rate of reaction
• Organic chemistry 
• Chemical analysis 
• Atmosphere 
• Earth’s resources

• Forces 
• Waves
• Electromagnetism

• (+ Space – GCSE 
physics only)



REACHING YOUR TARGET IN SCIENCE
So much to remember!

Content that year 10 will study this year in green
Biology Chemistry Physics

Paper 1 • Cell biology
• Organisation
• Infection & response
• Bioenergetics

• Atomic structure & 
periodic table 

• Structure, bonding & 
properties

• Quantitative 
chemistry

• Chemical changes
• Energy changes

• Energy
• Electricity 
• Particle model of 

matter 
• Atomic structure

Paper 2 • Homeostasis & 
response 

• Inheritance, 
variation & 
evolution 

• Ecology

• Rate of reaction
• Organic chemistry 
• Chemical analysis 
• Atmosphere 
• Earth’s resources

• Forces 
• Waves
• Electromagnetism

• (+ Space – GCSE 
physics only)



Re-read 
notes on a 
sub-topic

Cover
Make 

summary 
notes

Check 
summary & 

read it 
again

When 
ready: 

quick fire 
questions

Extended 
response / 
exam-style 
questions

• Exercise books 
• AQA revision guide
• Seneca learning
• BBC bitesize 
• Summary sheets – from 

school
• Youtube – Primrose Kitten, 

MyGCSEScience

FOR EACH UNIT 
• Mind map
• Set of cue cards 
• Knowledge organisers –

lots of different styles 
available in school

• Parents / carers / siblings  make up 
simple questions using the summary

• LOTS of workbooks available online 
to support this if parent not 
confident or want independent 

• Seneca learning / CGP app

Unit by unit   THEN   full 
papers

• From school
• AQA website
• Epraise



REACHING YOUR TARGET IN SCIENCE
Supporting preparation for AO1 questions – so 

much content 

Resources available online to support students / 
parents to help with retrieval practise



REACHING YOUR TARGET IN SCIENCE
Supporting preparation for AO1 questions – so much 

content 

Resources available online to support parents to help with 
retrieval practise

These are suitable for ALL students – the SepSci bits are

clearly indicated at the back



REACHING YOUR TARGET IN SCIENCE
Supporting preparation for AO1 questions  

Make sure your child builds in the physics equations into their 
revision

Your child has a list of these,

but they are available online

COMB SCI – page 195
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF

SEP SCI – page 101
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-8463-SP-2016.PDF

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-8463-SP-2016.PDF


Key Dates
Year 11 Dates

• Progress Evening- 9th February 2023
• Mock Interviews- 24th January 2023
• Pre-Public Exams- 28th November to 9th

December 2022

• REPORTS HOME TO PARENTS:
• 4th November 2022 (Interim)
• 27th January 2023 (Full report, including 

Pre-Public Exam Results)
• 31st March 2023 (Interim)

Year 10 Dates

• Progress Evening- 1st December 2022

• Pre-Public Exams- end of May/beginning 
of June 2023 (waiting for publication of 
GCSE timetable 2023)

• REPORTS HOME TO PARENTS:

• 18th November 2022 (Interim)

• 3rd February 2023 (Full Report)

• 5th May 2023 (Interim)

Careers Evening for both Year 10 and 11- 28th September 5.30-7.30p.m.



Importance of Attendance
100 %

Attendance

0 Days Missed Excellent

95 %

Attendance

9 Days Absence

45 Hours of learning missed

Satisfactory

90 %

Attendance

19 Days Absence

95 Hours of learning missed

Poor

90% and Below classed 

85 %

Attendance

28 Days Absence

140 Hours of learning missed

Very Poor

80 %

Attendance

38 Days Absence

190 Hours of learning missed

Unacceptable

75 %

Attendance

48 Days Absence

225 Hours of learning missed

Unacceptable



What impact might poor attendance have……?

Research suggests that 17 missed school days a year =
GCSE grade DROP in achievement. (DfE)

The greater the attendance the greater the achievement.



And what do we expect them to 
do?

2 -2½ at home on a weekday. 

3-4pm Revision sessions in school.

4:30-5:30 pm HW/revision at home. 

5:30-6:30pm Meal

6:30-8pm revision

8pm free time to relax before bed with 30 mins of 
no electrics before bed! 



Revision techniques
• Have a revision timetable and stick to it



How many animals of each species did 
Moses take in the Ark?  



Describe To provide a detailed account of a topic and give reasons for it

Explain/Give Reason For/Account 

For

To give a clear account of your knowledge and understanding, or give reasons for why something is 

so

Compare To show how two, or more, things are different or similar

Analyse To identify important features of a subject and separate it into parts and examine how they relate 

to one another

Clarify To give reasons for

Consider To examine all the negative aspects of a topic

Criticise To examine all the positive and negative aspects of a topic 

Demonstrate To examine and give evidence to support an argument

Discuss To examine by giving positive and negatives

Evaluate To discuss the worth, importance or usefulness of something by giving evidence to support your 

view

Explore To follow the development of something systematically from its origin

Illustrate To provide the main points, showing the main structure rather than great detail

Interpret To make compatible that which appears to be in conflict

Justify To give evidence which supports an argument or idea. Show why decisions or arguments were 

made considering objections others may make

Outline To provide a detailed description with examples

State To express briefly and clearly

Summarise To give a concise account of the main points omitting detail

Suggest To expand your knowledge and understanding to a topic you are not necessarily expected to know 

well and to transfer other knowledge to give a sensible account

List To gather information from a map or graph

Complete/Finish To add information to a map or graph – Consider scale and using the right shading



Understand what type of learner you are and tailor your 
revision to your favoured style





• Mind-maps

Revision Strategies





• Mind-maps

• Key words – post-its

• Flash Cards

Revision Strategies



Flashcards



• Mind-maps
• Key words – post-its
• Flash Cards
• Podcasts
• Family and Friends Test
• Practise extended answers and 

use success criteria (mark 
scheme) to self-assess

• Ask your teacher for WAGOLLs 
if you struggle to achieve full 
marks

• Highlight

• Exam Questions and Mark 
Scheme

• Write your own Q and A’s

• Chant/Rap

• Mnemonics

Revision Strategies





Path of Blood round the Heart

Right side of heart to the

Lungs then to the

Left side of heart to the 

Body then to the 

Right side of heart

• Left side

• Oxygenated Blood

• Right side

• De-oxygenated Blood

• Ron Loves London

• Lessons Bore Ron



Past Papers



Link to the list of exam boards 
used by each subject with links 

to past papers

Links to revision guides for each 
subject, many have links to 

useful websites for that subject

2023



Seneca Learning
www.senecalearning.com

A tool for learning and revision:

• Website packed with revision materials and it’s mostly free.

• It covers material for 16 GCSE subjects

• Hyper learning link- aimed at grades 7-9

http://www.senecalearning.com/


Head of Year 10 and 11

Mr Sharrock- Head of Year 10 

Mrs Anderton – Head of Year 11



What can Parents do to help?

• Success in exams is a team effort which involves you, the 
school and your child working together and so you will play a 
variety of roles

School

ParentsChild



The statistics are clear…

• Your child is 80% more likely to succeed if you are actively 
involved in their studies.

• You need to know what they are learning;

• What they struggle with;

• You need to sit with them, test them;

• Don’t let them shut you out!



What can parents do to support?

• Communication- If you have any concerns please contact the 
school as soon as possible

• Support good attendance and punctuality- attendance should be 
at least 96% as mentioned earlier

• Speak to them about future plans and aspirations. Encourage them 
to aim high

• Encourage good study habits at home
– Quiet working spaces
– Revision timetables- do this together
– No electronic devices at night



Rewards and Prom

Year 11 Prom

• Attendance at least 95% 

• Average ATL of 2 across all subjects

• No more that 2 occasions in inclusion

• Any fixed term exclusions will make 
them exempt.

• Students must have good punctuality.

Year 10 Blackpool Trip
• Everyone is currently invited!

To keep the invitation students must….

• have attendance and punctuality above school 
expectations (95%)

• not receive a suspension

• not  be placed in Inclusion on more than 2 
occasions

• have attitude to learning should be an average 
of 2 in all subjects

• Avoid repeated incidents of poor behaviour or 
refusal to wear correct uniform 



Lord

As we journey together and equip our young people 
to take their place in the world, we pray that you will 
walk with us and guide us.  May their time at St 
Joseph’s be the time that they find out who they 
really are and who they want to be.  Help us to grow 
change makers in the world.   

Stay with us Lord on our journey.
Amen.



Thanks for all your 
support as we work 

together.


